Invasive cancer following outpatient evaluation and therapy for cervical disease.
Factors relating to the inappropriate therapy of 66 cases of cervical cancer are reviewed. The patients are divided into 2 major categories: 1) 33 who underwent cryosurgery or hot cautery without colposcopy; 2) 9 who underwent colposcopy without outpatient therapy; and 3) 24 who underwent colposcopy followed by outpatient therapy. Of the patients who had outpatient therapy without colposcopy, the major indication for treatment was "cervicitis," and all had a normal Papanicolaou smear. Of the 33 patients who underwent colposcopy because of an abnormal Papanicolaou smear, the proper treatment evaluation was carried out in only 5. The endocervical curettage (ECC) was omitted in 17 patients; no biopsies were taken in 8 patients; and conization of the cervix was omitted in 3 patients who had a positive ECC. Recommendations are made to minimize the inappropriate use of the outpatient approach in patients with cervical disease.